Summary: Government #2

This is a profound reflection on the responsibility of believers to respect, pray for, and honor
those in authority, as outlined in Scripture. The emphasis on the fear of God and the importance
of prayer over complaint is timely and necessary, especially in the context of today's political

climate.

Key Scriptural Insights:

1. Respect for Authority:

o

1 Peter 2:17 urges believers to "show respect for everyone™ and "honor the
government.” The call is not to mock or ridicule leaders but to honor their God-
given positions, regardless of personal opinions or disagreements. This reflects a
deep recognition of God's sovereignty over all earthly authorities.

2. God's Appointment of Authorities:

o

Romans 13:1-7 makes it clear that all authorities are appointed by God. Resisting
them is, therefore, resisting God’s divine order. This passage encourages believers
to obey civil authorities not just out of fear of punishment but also as a matter of
conscience and respect for God's order. This reinforces the importance of praying
for those in power, as they serve under God's authority.

3. Praying for Authorities:

o

1 Timothy 2:1-4 teaches that believers should pray for all people, especially
those in positions of authority. The purpose of these prayers is to create an
environment of peace and godliness. This passage encourages not just
intercession but also thanksgiving for leaders, knowing that it pleases God and is
part of His will for the salvation and growth of all people.

4. The Fear of God:

o

The fear of God is a recurring theme, underscoring the importance of
approaching matters of governance with reverence and humility. Philippians
2:20-21 and 2 Chronicles 7:14 speak to the necessity of seeking God's face,
turning from sin, and humbling oneself before God for the sake of the nation.
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Key Principles for Believers:

1. Prayer over Complaint:

o The reflection highlights the danger of mockery or ridicule towards leaders and
contrasts it with the power of prayer. God does not respond to complaints or
negative speech but watches over His Word to perform it (Jeremiah 1:12). This
calls for believers to guard their hearts and mouths, ensuring they are lifting up
leaders in prayer rather than tearing them down.

2. Exercising Spiritual Authority:

o The call to exercise delegated authority in prayer is emphasized through specific
prayers such as removing the "mask of deception” and exposing true character in
government. These prayers acknowledge the spiritual influence behind
governance and urge believers to stand firm in their spiritual authority.

3. Character and Responsibility:

o Responsibility vs. Unreliability and Determination vs. Faintheartedness are
character traits highlighted for believers, reflecting Jesus’ example. Believers are
called to be determined in prayer and responsible in their conduct, especially in
their relationship to governing authorities. These qualities help align the believer's
life with God's purposes, even in times of opposition.

Practical Applications for Believers:

e Pray daily for those in authority, seeking God's wisdom, peace, and direction for
leaders at every level (local, state, and national).

e Guard your heart and words, refusing to engage in ridicule or disrespect toward
leaders, even when disagreements arise.

e Take responsibility for the spiritual health of the nation by consistently interceding,
believing that God hears and responds to the prayers of His people.

o Exercise spiritual authority in prayer, calling for truth, integrity, and righteousness to
prevail in government.

Suggested Prayer:

“Dear Father, we lift up those in authority over us, from our president to local leaders. We pray
for Your wisdom, strength, and guidance to rest upon them. Help us to honor them, as You have
appointed them for this time. Give us hearts of humility to pray instead of complaining, and to
trust that You are at work in the midst of all circumstances. In Jesus’ name, Amen.”

Conclusion:

This reflection serves as a powerful reminder that as followers of Christ, our primary
responsibility is to pray for those in authority, rather than mock or criticize them. God is
watching over His Word, and He has appointed all civil authorities. As we exercise our spiritual
authority in prayer, we align ourselves with God's purposes and contribute to the peace and well-
being of our nation.

Click here. Government Prayer Focuses (Links)
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https://www.surefootedmin.org/Resources/GovernmentPrayerFocusesLinks

